
 

 
 

THE COUNTY OF GALVESTON 
 
VERONICA VAN HORN                                    COUNTY COURTHOUSE                         ERIN S. QUIROGA, MBA, CPPB 
INTERIM PURCHASING AGENT                                              722 Moody (21st Street)                   ASST.  PURCHASING AGENT  

Fifth (5th) Floor, Purchasing 
GALVESTON, TEXAS 77550 

(409) 770-5371 
 

August 29, 2025 
 
Honorable County Judge 
Honorable County Commissioners’ Court 
Galveston County Courthouse 
Galveston, Texas 77550 
 
RE:  Consideration of Discretionary Exemption – Crime Scene Command Trailer 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
It is requested that the Commissioners’ Court grant an exemption as referenced in Local Government Code 
section 262.024 (a)(2), Discretionary Exemptions, an item necessary to preserve or protect the public health 
or safety of the residents of the county, to purchase the following:  Crime Scene Command Trailer 
 
The purchase will be reimbursed 100% through the Operation Lone Star Grant FY25. 
 
Justification: A crime scene trailer is a mobile unit equipped with essential tools, supplies, and workspace 
to efficiently process crime scenes. Currently, our personnel face logistical challenges when responding to 
major incidents, often relying on improvised setups that can compromise evidence integrity, delay 
investigations, and increase operational strain. The addition of a crime scene trailer would significantly 
enhance our capabilities in the following ways: 

• Preservation of Evidence: A controlled environment ensures proper handling and storage of 
forensic materials, reducing contamination risks. 

• Operational Efficiency: On-site access to equipment and workspace allows investigators to process 
scenes more quickly and thoroughly. 

• Professionalism and Public Trust: A visible, well-equipped unit demonstrates our commitment to 
high standards and transparency in criminal investigations. 

 
Your consideration in this matter will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Veronica Van Horn 
Interim Purchasing Agent 



ORDER GRANTING DISCRETIONARY EXEMPTIONS 
 
On this, the 29th day of August 2025, the Commissioners' Court of Galveston County, Texas, 
convened in a specially scheduled meeting with the following members thereof present: 
 

Mark Henry, County Judge 
Darrell A. Apffel, Commissioner, Precinct No. 1 
Joe Giusti, Commissioner, Precinct No. 2 
Hank Dugie, Commissioner, Precinct No. 3 
Robin Armstrong, MD, Commissioner, Precinct No. 4; and 
Dwight Sullivan, County Clerk 

 
when the following proceedings, among others, were had, to-wit: 
 
WHEREAS, Section 262.024, Local Government Code, allows a contract for the purchase of 
items and an exemption from the requirement established by Section 262.023 if the commissioners 
court, by order, grants the exemption; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Galveston County, Texas, wishes to authorize a 
discretionary exemption under Local Government Code Section 262.024 (a)(2) for an item to 
preserve or protect the public health or safety of the residents of the county. The purchase is for a 
crime scene trailer. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 
OF GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS THAT: 
 

1. The Commissioners Court of Galveston County, Texas approves and authorizes a 
discretionary exemption under Local Government Code Section 262.024 (a)(2) for an item 
to preserve or protect the public health or safety of the residents of the county; and 
 

2. A copy of this Order shall be maintained in the Purchasing Department. 
 

Upon Motion Duly Made and Seconded, the above Order was passed on this 29th day of August 
2025. 
 
Attest: County of Galveston, Texas 
 By:  
_____________________________ ______________________________ 
Dwight D. Sullivan, County Clerk Mark A. Henry, County Judge 
 
_____________________________ ______________________________ 
Darrell A. Apffel, Comm., Pct. #1  Hank Dugie, Comm., Pct. #3 
 
_____________________________ ______________________________ 
Joe Giusti, Comm., Pct. #2 Robin Armstrong, MD, Comm., Pct. #4 












