
AGREEMENT FOR 

USE OF FACILITIES 

This Agreement for using Paul Hopkins Park grounds is entered into between Galveston County, 

acting by and through Commissioners' Court (the "County''} and the Dickinson Festival of Lights 

Society, Inc. {"Contractor"). It is effective September 25th, 2026. 

1. Purpose 

2. Term 

1.1 This agreement grants exclusive use rights of the Paul Hopkins Park grounds 

to the Contractor for holding the Festival of Lights Society, Inc., on 

September 25th, 2026 - January 3l5t, 2027; September 24th, 2027-January 31 

n, 2028; September 29th, 2028 - January 31st, 2029; September 28th, 2029-

January 31st, 2030; September 27th, 2030- January 3l5t, 2031. 

It also permits the Contractor to use the Paul Hopkins Park grounds non­

exclusively for event setup during the last full weekend of September, and 

the entire month of October and November. It also permits breakdown of 

the event the entire month of January each year for the duration of the 

agreement term. 

2.1 This agreement begins the last full weekend of September 2026 through 

January 31st, 2027. 

a) Year One-2026-2027 

Year Two-2027-2028 

YearThree-2028-2029 

Year Four-2029 -2030 

Year Five -2030 -2031 

3. Conditions 

3.1 Contractor acknowledges that it is bound by the Galveston County Parks 

Department Facility Permit Policy, approved as revised by the 

Commissioners' Court, January 11th, 2021, and any future amendments or 
revisions to that policy that are made during the term of this agreement. 

Contractor is subject to third party liability insurance requirements under 

article 3.3.1 (See attached Exhibit "A"}. 

3.2 Electrical 

a) Electrical lines are buried 24 inches below grade on both East and 
West sides of the park. 



b) A FEMA mitigation project took place and elevated all electrical boxes 

on platforms. 
c) Park representatives will meet with Contractor annually on site prior 

to the event for a walk thru damage assessment. 

3.3 Exhibit "B" acknowledges the Contractor's set concession pricing for 
beverages, food, artifacts, and decorations. 

3.4 Additional Permit Uses 
a) The Contractor is also authorized to place 7 portable storage buildings 

within the Park for the sole purpose of storing its own supplies, 

equipment, and materials on a TEMPORARY basis. The buildings may 
only be in the Park during the designated times the park will be closed for 
the festival beginning the last full weekend in September through the last 
day of January. The buildings will be located at sites mutually agreeable 
to the parties. The buildings will be installed and removed by the 
Dickinson Festival of Lights Society, Inc. at no cost to the County. The 
County's Director of Parks is designated to act on behalf of the County 
with regard to these buildings. 

b) The Concession/Ticket Buildings may be brought in no earlier than the 
last full weekend of September and removed by January 31st of each 
year, weather permitting, or as soon as possible to minimize the damage 
to Park grounds. The Concession/Ticket Buildings will be removed by the 

Contractor and the grounds restored to original or better condition upon 
written request of the Director of Parks. 

c) The Contractor will restore the park back to its original state after the 
festival is over. 

4. Fees and Consideration 
4.1 Based on the County's Park User Fee policy the current user fee for Paul 

Hopkins Park is as follows: 
a) Set-up $70/day = 63 days x $70 = $4,410 

Break-down $70/day = 32 days x $70 = $2,240 

Attendance $575/day = 33 days x $575= $18.975 
Total User Fee $ 25,625 

b) The County will contribute $25,625 to cover the Park User Fee 
amount to comply with County Policy. 

c) Totals above will be subject to yearly adjustments consistent with 
County's Park User Fee and days of use by Contractor. 



4.2 For and in consideration of the County's contribution of the Park User Fee to 
Contractor, Contractor shall: 
a) Operate a Festival of Lights program that presents decorative light 

displays; 

b) Offer free public admission to the Festival of Lights program; 
c) Recognize Galveston County's sponsorship of the Festival of Lights, in the 

amount of the Park user Fee, in all event advertising, communications or 

promotional material that mentions event sponsors; and 
d) Permit the County to erect two (2) sponsorship signs on Paul Hopkins 

Park grounds during Festival of Lights event and setup. 

5. Termination 
5.1 Either party reserves the right to cancel this agreement for necessity or 

convenience. The party desiring cancellation for necessity must provide the 

other party with 10 business day written notice, if reasonably possible, or as 
much notice as reasonably possible based on the type of necessity. The party 

desiring cancellation for the convenience must provide the other party with 
at least 90 calendar days written notice. 

6. Communication 
6.1 The parties agree to mail, email, fax all communication to the following 

addresses, unless another address, email, or fax number is provided in 
writing by either party: 
COUNlY: 
Director 
Galveston County 
Department of Parks & Cultural Services 
4102 Main St. (FM 519) 
La Marque, TX 77568 
Fax 409-621-7986 
Phone 409-934-8101 
martha. lee (aJ£Q.,,galveston. tx.us 

7. Miscellaneous 

Contractor: 

Secretary 
Dickinson Festival of Lights Society, Inc 

P.O. Box 184 
Dickinson, TX 77539 
charl~.sudermall@dfoltx.com 
713-906-4924 

7.1 This agreement including Exhibits A and B constitute the entire agreement 

between the parties. No oral representations made prior to after this 
agreement's execution will have any force and effect unless they are reduced 
to writing. 



7.2 This agreement may be modified or amended upon the parties' mutual 

consent evidenced in writing. 
7 .3 No waiver by the County of any default in performance by the Contractor in 

the past will constitute a waiver of any subsequent default. 
7.4 Any invalidity of any part of this agreement will not cause the remaining 

parts to be invalid. 
7.5 This agreement is governed by the laws of Texas. Venue shall be exclusively 

in Galveston County, TX. 
7.6 The following deliverables must be met by the Contractor: 

a) With more than 55,000 people attending each year, the Festival of Lights 

will create a positive economic impact not only to the city of Dickinson, 
but also the Galveston County and cities located around Dickinson and 
bring tourism into Dickinson and Galveston County. 

b) Since the Festival is funded by donations, it will provide a free holiday 
event for all people to enjoy, regardless of their economic status. 

c) Continue to bring community groups together to work on the project in a 
show of Community pride and provide an opportunity for Junior High and 
High School students to get community service hours. 

d} Continue to create a tradition of families and friends coming together in a 
common, friendly area to celebrate the Christmas season. 

e} Continue to provide an opportunity for off duty Police personnel to make 
extra Christmas money while working close to home in their own 

community. 

f} Continue to provide an opportunity for DISD Transportation Department 
drivers to make extra money while working in their community and 

provide services for their friends and families. 



Executed by Galveston County this the 20th day of July , 2026. 

Galveston County 

~ /4----~ 
Mark A. Henry 
County Judge 

~ u So?f, Inc 
By· ~ ..,. 

reg Gant 
President, Dickinson Festival of Lights 

Attest: _ ,, tJ 
~ Ld/~ 

Char ~ s Suderman 
Date ofExecntion: ~e__ i If', Zd/4;; 

Secretary, Dickinson Festival of Lights 



Exhibit A 

• Jm11r.11a~.Re911irwraent1 

Public liability and property dumuac insur.mcc is required ror all alhlelk: user groups, amusement vendors (I.e. moonwalks), special evcn1 

o,pnizcn producing events lhllt DIC open to the public, 1111d for-prorit commemal vendors, otherwise known !IS .. vendor'' in the mnoants set 
rorth below. lnsumnce must be issued by a CMUD!ty company authorized to do business In the Stale orTexus, and in stllldard form approved 
by the Boord or lnsur.mce Commissioners of the SIDie orTens, with covcnigc pruvi5ions insiaing the public from any loss or damage that 
muy PrilC 10 any person or piopcrty by reason of the ac:ts or omissions of the vendor. 

Vendor shDII at its own expense bi: required lo CDl'Q' the following minimum insurance coverage: 

• For damages arising out or bodily 11\)ury to or dcuth of one person In any one occum:nce - one hundred thousand and no!l OD dollars 
(SJDD,000.DD); 

• For dll!Dllgcs arising oul of bodily injury to or death ortwo or more persons in any one occurrence - lhn:c hundred thousand 1111d 
no/100 dollan ($300,000.00); 

• For injury IO or dcsUuClion or property in any one occum:m:e .. one hundred thousand DJld no.tlOO dollnrs (SI 00,000,00); 

• Alcohol - Ir alcoholic beverages an: sold, served, or allowed to be consumed during the event, the insurance ccrtllicate must slate 
specl Really lhat It also CO\lffl any losses resulting from lhc consumption of alcohol Dl the event. 

C,rtjficate Holden 
The CertifiellleHolder is: The CountyorGalvcston, 722 Moody (21n Street), Oalvcston, TX 77550 

Addld•n!-•re•rec1 ft!pulNd: 
The Cowity of OalvcSlon shall bl.: 1111111cd as additional insured on policies liSICd In subP11111£n1phs above end shall be notillcd of any chllllgcs 
to the pollcy(lcs). 

Cmerpl. [!HlftlllemCS: 

• lnsuronce is to be plDccd with Insurers hovlng II Dest rating or no less than A. 

• The vendor shall furn lsh the County with certificates or insuruncc ond original endorsements aff'cetlna coverage rcquin:d by these 
insurunce clauses. 

• The insurance certificates and endorsements for each insuroncc policy arc to be si&ncd by a person authorized by the Insurer to bind 
coverage on its bcholf. 

• Proof or insurance mus& be pruvidcd at ICIIBI nvc (5) business days before lhe start of lhc event, othlcllc season, or first permim:d 
dole, or the permit/event will be eancclh:d. 

• The County reserves 1hc right to pursue other remedies peimincd by lnw or in equity. 

• In no event shall the County be liable for ony damage to or destruction of any property belonging lo the event organizer/vendor 
1tnlcss specified In writing and agreed upon by both panics, 



Dickinson Jestiva{ of Liglits 
P. 0. Box 184, Dickinson, TX 77539 

(281) 337-2795 (713) 906-4924 (713) 560-4429 

Die Kinson 

DICKINSON FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

CONCESSION STAND PRICING 

2026 

POPCORN $1.00 

CANDY $2.00 

CHIPS $1.00 

COFFEE $1.00 

HOT CHOCOLATE $1.00 

PICKLES $1.00 

SOFT DRINKS (20 OZ.) $3.00 

WATER $2.00 

HOT DOGS-Plain $2.00 

HOT DOGS WI CHEESE OR CHILE $3.00 

HOT DOGS WI CHEESE AND CHILE $4.00 

NACHOS $4.00 

FRITO PIE $4.00 

SAUSAGE ON A STICK $5.00 

PICTURE WITH SANTA 

WITH OUR DIGITALCAMERA(1PRIND $5.00 

WITH OUR DIGITAL CAMERA (EMAIL IMAGE) $3.00 

WITH OUR DIGITAL CAMERA (PRINT & EMAIL) $7.00 

WITH YOUR CAMERA FREE 

DECORATE A COOKIE $2.00 

www.dfoltx.com 


